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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE AN LONGFOIRT

Minutes of July Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 13th July 2016 at 4.00 p.m.

____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Mick Cahill, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, 





Seamus Butler,  Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey,





John Duffy, Gerard Farrell, Luie McEntire, 




Padraig Loughrey, Martin Mulleady, Colm Murray, 





Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross, 




Mae Sexton, Gerry Warnock.

IN ATTENDANCE:    
Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.




Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.




Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

WELCOME TO PADDY MAHON, CHIEF EXECUTIVE.

The Cathaoirleach and members of the Council welcomed Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.  They wished Paddy well in his new role as Chief Executive.

Paddy thanked the Cathaoirleach and Members for ratifying his appointment as Chief Executive.  He stated that it is a privilege to be appointed Chief Executive of the Local Authority.  He referred to the various challenges and opportunities facing County Longford at this time and that he is looking forward to working with the Cathaoirleach of the Council, the Cathaoirligh of the Municipal Districts and the members of the Council in progressing the County. Paddy thanked Barbara Heslin, John Brannigan and John McKeon for their support. 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor  G. Warnock, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 8th June 2016, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor  G. Warnock, the Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 
15th June 2016, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

None.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.

The summary of Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, was noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.

MINUTES OF CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MEETING.

The adopted minutes of Corporate Policy Group meeting held on the 11th May 2016 were noted.

HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Disposal of Rural House at Lislea, Ballinalee, Co. Longford
On the proposal of Councillor Martin Mulleady seconded by Councillor Pat O’Toole, 
it was unanimously agreed to dispose of Rural House at Lislea, Ballinalee, 
Co. Longford to Michael Reynolds in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the 
Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 20th June 2016.

Disposal of Two Bed Rural House at Cormaglava, Newtowncashel, Co. Longford
On the proposal of Councillor Paul Ross seconded by Councillor Gerry Warnock, it 
was unanimously agreed to dispose of Two Bed Rural House at Cormaglava, 
Newtowncashel, Co. Longford to Karen McArdle in accordance with the 
terms 
of 
Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 16th June 2016.

Disposal of Strip of Land .1138 ha. at Rabbitpark, Ardagh, Co Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Colm Murray seconded by Councillor Paul Ross, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of Strip of Land .1138 ha. at Rabbitpark, Ardagh, 
Co. Longford to Liam Halpin in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the
Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 16th June 2016.
Disposal of Strip of Plot of Land at Barrack Street, Granard, Co Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Councillor Martin Mulleady, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of Plot of Land at Barrack Street, Granard, 
Co. Longford to Sylvester Joseph Kiernan, Shane Thomas Kiernan and 
Sylvester Patrick Kiernan in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 16th June 2016.
Section 85 Agreement.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady, it was unanimously agreed to enter into Section 85 Agreement between Offaly County 
Council and Longford County Council for the servicing of Longford County Council’s Bring Bank network, as circulated.
Notices of Motions.

Waste Separation and Pay by Weight.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady  -

‘That Longford County Council applies for a share of the € 1.5m fund set up to enable Local Authorities to educate the public in waste separation and pay by weight. It is also important that the waste operators in the County be invited to participate and demonstrate their operations to the Members so they can advise their constituents with first-hand information.’
Mr. J. Brannigan, Director of Services, stated that the Department prepared a national advertising campaign and issued templates to Local Authorities to use locally in the media. It is proposed to give a presentation to the Councillors through the Municipal Districts and Strategic Policy Committee on Pay By Weight.   Following these presentations, a series of public workshops to discuss Pay By Weight with the general public will be held. Any available funding will be sought to support this programme of work.  

Councillor M. Mulleady stated that Mulleadys Ltd. would welcome a delegation from the Council to view their operation. 

Ownership and Control of Graveyards in County Longford.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor C. Murray and seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole  -

“I call on Longford County Council to formalise the ownership and control of Graveyards in County Longford.  In the current situation, ownership, control and responsibility is at best vague and maybe not known at all.”

J. Brannigan stated that the legislation in relation to graveyards dates back to 1877. There are operational issues with operation of graveyards. Longford County Council has commenced a review of graveyards in the county to identify opportunities to improve them and maximise the heritage value. As part of the review, the SPC has being given a presentation on the mapping of graveyards. Further work to be done by the SPC and its policy recommendation will be brought to the members for approval.

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES, CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.
Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 30th May 2016.

The adopted Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic 
Policy Committee meeting held on the 30th May 2016, as circulated, were noted.
Fix date for first meeting of the Regeneration Sub-Committee.

Ms. B. Heslin, Director of Services, stated that Colliers International are now in a position to give a presentation to the Council in relation to the Longford Northern Quarter Regeneration Project.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole, it was unanimously agreed that a special ‘in committee’ of the Council be held on Thursday, 
28th July 2016 at 3.00 p.m. A meeting of the Regeneration Sub-Committee to be held immediately following the Special Meeting on the 28th.
Local Economic Community Plan  - 2016 Action Plan.


On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Longford LECP 2016 Implementation Strategy, as circulated.

Variation No. 2 of Longford County Development Plan, 2015-2021, amending Appendix 1A to incorporate Longford Town and Environs Local Area Plan.
B. Heslin stated that the purpose of the proposed variation is to provide for the areas to be covered by the Longford Town and Environs LAP within the County Development Plan. This LAP will consolidate the zoning regime in Longford Town and Environs and provide an overall planning framework in the context of recent local government reform, incorporating zoning provisions for the Town and Environs area under the current county development Plan (CDP), town development Plan, northern environs LAP and southern environs LAP. This LAP will also provide for Masterplan areas to promote the physical, social, economic and environmental development of Longford Town in line with its designated position within the settlement hierarchy at National, Regional and County Level.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Variation No. 2 of Longford County Development 
Plan, 2015-2021, amending Appendix 1A to incorporate Longford Town and Environs Local Area Plan as follows  -
“The following amendment (amended text in italics) is proposed to existing policy CS 2 in the County development plan to facilitate the application of the provisions of the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act, 2015:

Functional roles of the larger towns shall be maintained and supported by the promotion of appropriate development in these areas and through the development management process and other mechanisms and initiatives, including the vacant sites levy, as opportunities arise.  It is an objective of this plan to encourage and facilitate the appropriate development of sites and areas in need of development and renewal in order to prevent:

· Adverse effects on existing amenities in such areas, in particular as a result of the ruinous or neglected condition of any land

· Urban blight or decay

· Anti-social behaviour, or 

· A shortage of habitable houses or of land suitable for residential use or a mixture of residential and other uses

Lands designated for regeneration within the “Town Core” and “Residential” character areas in the Longford Town and Environs Local Area Plan may include lands in need of development in renewal in the context outlined above and will be examined to determine if there are sites where the Vacant Site Levy is applicable under the provisions of Urban Housing and Regeneration Act 2015 and all associated regulations and guidance.”
Filling of Vacancy in the membership of the Joint Policing Committee.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that Councillor Colm Murray fill the vacancy in the membership of the Joint Policing Committee occasioned by the resignation of Councillor Mark Casey from the Committee.
Notices of Motions.

Library Services.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed and seconded by Councillors Gerard Farrell, Colm Murray, Paul Ross, Paraic Brady, Michael Carrigy, John Duffy, John Browne and Peggy Nolan –

“That this Council discuss the proposed sharing of Library Services.”

Mr. P. Mahon, Chief Executive, stated that while Minister Simon Coveney is considering mergers across the country, he is open to hearing alternative solutions to improve the management of library services in creating equal standards across the country. Mr. Mahon confirmed that no formal talks on a possible merger with Westmeath have taken place in Longford.
He stated that a group representing County and City Managers have agreed a common approach which they will bring to the Department.  The CCMA is confident that their alternative will be looked upon favourably by Minister Coveney.  Mr. Mahon stated that stated that he is also confident that a counter proposal to plans to amalgamate library services will be given careful consideration by the Department of Housing, Planning, Community & Local Government.
The members welcomed this update from the Chief Executive.

Sports Capital Grant programme for 2016.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor G. Farrell –

“That Longford County Council requests the Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport to re-open the Sports Capital Grant programme for 2016 and that these grants be retained on an annual basis.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Minister Shane Ross outlining Councillor Ross’s Motion.

Membership of Longford Community Development Committee.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady, the appointment of the following new members to the LCDC were approved -

Councillor Seamus Butler and Ms. Maria Fox, LWETB. 

Tess Murphy and Joe Murphy representing the C&V College. 

Louise Lovett and Seamus Orr representing the Social Inclusion College.
Ray Hogan representing the Environmental College.
FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.
Schedule of Uncollected Rates.

Mr. J. McKeon, Head of Finance, informed the members that the Schedule of Uncollected Rates for 2015, as requested by the Members at the June meeting of the Council, is available for the Councillors information. 
Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that four public liability claims were received during June 2016.

Date for meeting of the Council to consider report under Local Property 
Tax(Local Adjustment Factor) Regulations 2014.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, it was unanimously agreed that report under Local Property Tax (Local Adjustment Factor) Regulations 2014 be considered at the September meeting of the Council.  The September meeting to commence at 3.00 p.m.
Notices of Motions.

Procurement of Goods and Services.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady  -

‘That Longford County Council requests the Minister for Housing, Planning  and Local Government to allow Local Authorities the flexibility to procure goods and services locally, rather than centrally, in contract sizes that are SME 
friendly. This is proposed in a spirit of supporting the local Ratepayers that contribute so much financially to each Local Authority. It is also proposed that on the passing of this motion, it should be circulated to all Local Authorities.’

Mr. J. McKeon, Head of Finance, stated that Central Government, through the OGP are very conscious that SME’s are a significant driver in economic recovery.

· The OGP have established an SME Working Group to reduce barriers for SME participation in public procurement

· this group includes the CIF, SFA, IBEC, ISME, Chambers Ireland 

· OGP support SME Awareness and Education programmes, such as

· Meet the Buyer Events

· Taking Care of Business

· Go 2 Tender Programme

· In April 2014, new instructions for public procurement (Circular 10/14) to assist in SME participation, this circular:-

·  lowered turnover requirements, 

· gave clarity to reasonable insurance requirements,

· promoted open tendering for contracts > €25,000,

· promoted lots and consortia building, 

· requires contracting bodies to use e-tenders for contracts > €25,000

· The OGP also Launched Tender Advisory Services in February 2015.

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community & Local Government outlining the details of Councillor Butler’s Motion.
Funding for Tidy Towns Groups.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady -
“Due to the delays in setting up LCDC, I propose that Longford County Council grant an additional 20k in funding for the three Municipal District areas to provide grant funding  for  local tidy towns groups to buy new mowers, as a large proportion of the grass they are mowing is on Council owned lands. “ 
Ms. B. Heslin, Director of Services, stated that it is not possible to increase the General Municipal Allocation of €57,000 which was allocated to each Municipal District during the 2016 Budgetary process.

With regard to funding under the LEADER Programme, the meeting  was informed that the Independent Selection Committee requested further information in relation to the Longford Local Development Strategy (LDS) and a re-submission of the LDS with the additional information has been submitted. The LCDC has established a LEADER Policy Group to devise, review and recommend policies in relation to implementation of LEADER in Longford on behalf of the LAG. 
Notices of Motions.

Funding for the EDI Centre.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton -
“That this Council seeks a meeting with John Halligan, T.D., Minister of State for Training & Skills and Kevin “Boxer” Moran, T.D., in relation to obtaining funding for the EDI Centre to upskill Longford people for the impending jobs in Center Parcs. 
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Minister Halligan outlining the details of Councillor Casey’s Motion.

The members reiterated the need for a dedicated team to be set up in the Council to work alongside Center Parcs, particularly in relation to job opportunities.

It was further agreed that John Costello, Training Centre Manager, Athlone Training Centre, be requested to address a meeting of the Council regarding training courses which could be held in Longford.

Cost of Car Insurance – Councillor C. Murray.
“Longford County Council calls on the Minister for Finance to immediately address the rising cost of car insurance.”
A letter will be forwarded to the Minister for Finance regarding the issue of the rising cost of car insurance. 
VOTES OF SYMPATHY.
On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by P. O’Toole it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Donlon family, Meeltenagh, Moydow on the death of Jack Donlon.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Loughrey it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Hughes family on the death of Jackie Hughes.  

ANY OTHER BUSINESS.
Councillor P. Nolan raised concerns regarding a six month waiting list for physiotherapy services at St. Josephs, Longford due to a staff member who is on maternity leave not being replaced.
Councillor P.J. Reilly was congratulated on being elected Chairperson of the Regional Health Forum.

Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive, confirmed that the fresh investigation being launched by the Standard in Public Office Commission (SIPO) into alleged contraventions of ethics legislation by former Chief Executive, Tim Caffrey,  is a separate investigation to that which was carried out by SIPO in 2015.  It was noted that Longford County Council fulfilled its obligations with the original investigation in accordance with Ethical Framework for the Local Government Service (Part 15 of the Local Government Act 2001).
Councillor P. J. Reilly informed the Members that LAMA will be carrying out a survey regarding PRSI contributions being paid by public representatives.  The Meetings Administrator will circulate survey sheets to the members for completion.
  This concluded the business of the meeting.
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   Signed: _______________
               Anne Lee,

               Meetings Administrator.
Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 
the 14th September 2016.
Signed: _______________

                  Cathaoirleach.
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